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Press Release

For Immediate Release:

Drik celebrates 20 years of resistance

Raghu Rai, Anu Muhammad and Dhali Al Mamoon 

feature in Drik’s 20th anniversary celebrations

Dhaka. September 6, 2009: 

Drik, the award winning photo agency in Bangladesh, is celebrating its twentieth anniversary on Sunday the 6th September 2009. Set up on the 4th September 1989, the agency soon established itself as the premier agency in Bangladesh, and later went on to be recognized as one of the most important photo agencies in the majority world. 

Built upon the concept of social justice, the agency has played a central role in the civil rights movement in Bangladesh, but it is in the international arena where it has had maximum impact, through setting up the online portal www.majorityworld.com, which champions the cause of indigenous photographers from the majority world. 

The celebrated Indian Magnum photographer Raghu Rai will inaugurate the event at Drik Gallery, while innovative artist and teacher Dhali Al Mamoon will present the inaugural Golam Kasem Daddy Lecture Series. Raghu Rai’s own exhibition “India” will be inaugurated by the respected public intellectual Anu Muhammad. Unable to physically attend due to his hospitalisation as a result of police brutality, he will inaugurate the event by video conference. Both events will be streamed live on the internet to an international audience.

An early winner of the Global Bangemann Challenge (later known as the Stockholm Challenge), Drik has been a pioneer on many fronts. It set up DrikTap, the first nationwide email network in Bangladesh, the first Internet portal for Bangladesh at http://bd.orientation.com, Bangladesh’s human rights portal at www.banglarights.net and continues to take the lead in alternative media, by live web-streaming key Bangladeshi events to a global audience. 

However, it is in the field of photography that Drik has made Bangladesh a global leader. Groomed by Drik and it’s education wing Pathshala, The South Asian Media Academy and Photography Institute, Bangladeshi photographers have been the first Asian recipients of the prestigious Mother Jones Award. They have gone on to win the National Geographic All Roads Awards and have been selected for the Joop Swart Masterclass. A Bangladeshi continues to be the only non-white person to have ever chaired the World Press Photo International Jury, which is considered to be the “UN” of photojournalism.
A retrospective exhibition of Drik, featuring publications spanning the last 20 years, will be opened by Raghu Rai on the 6th September at 5:30 pm at the Drik Gallery in Dhanmondi, to be followed by the Golam Kasem Daddy Lecture Series by Dhali Al Mamoon. Raghu Rai’s own exhibition “India” will be opened at the nearby Bengal Gallery at 11 am on the 7th September by Anu Muhammad through live video conference.  Rai will talk about his latest book, “Delhi in Contrasts and Confluences” in an open forum at the Drik Gallery from 3-5 pm on Monday, 7th September.

	Programme Details: 

6 September 2009, Sunday 
‘20 years of Drik’ 
5.30pm-7pm followed by Iftar 

Exhibition Opening: by Raghu Rai 
Golam Kasem Daddy Lecture Series: by Dhali Al Mamoon 

Drik Gallery 

Open to the public till September 10 (3pm-9pm daily) 

7 September 2009, Monday 

‘India’ by Raghu Rai 
Exhibition Opening: 11am 

Bengal Gallery 

Open to the public till September 13 (11am-7pm daily) 

7 September 2009, Monday 

Delhi in Contrasts and Confluences 
An open forum by Raghu Rai on his latest book 

3pm-5pm 

Drik Gallery



	Contact: Jessica Lim (jessica@drik.net) +8801726829397, or Rezaur Rahman (reza@drik.net) +8801819226294 

Live web streaming URL: http://www.drik.tv/20yearsofdrik/

Address: 

Drik Gallery. House 58, Dhanmondi Road 15A (New). Dhaka

Bengal Gallery. House 275(F). Dhanmondi Road 27 (Old), Dhaka




House 58, Road 15A(New), Dhanmondi R.A, Dhaka-1209, Tel: 880-2-8112954, Fax: 9115044, Email: library@drik.net 
                  Page 1 of 2

[image: image1.jpg]